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Indian people

Fernando Katukina, indigenous leader in
Acre, dies

@ By FabioPontes e Published on: 01/02/2021 at 2313

Death from cardiac arrest occurred weeks after he was the first to vaccinate against
Covid-19 to set an example for the Acre. In the image above, the leadership Fernando
Katukina, who had a life marked by the struggle for education and the rights of the Noke
Kéi (Photo Odair Leal / Secom-AC)

Rlo Brance (AM) - On the afternoon of January 19, chief Fernando Rosas Kapi Icho Katukina
received, in his right arm, the first dose of CoronaVac. Using an imposing headdress made
of macaw feathers and a necklace ( matte ) of high spiritual value, the indigenous
leadership decided to volunteer to encourage the Noke Koi people to get the vaccine. He
himself had already been infected in 2020, and he knew the importance of fighting Covid-
19. But Fernando Katukina cannot receive the second dose of the immunizer, scheduled for
February 16. At dawn this Monday (1st), he suffered a cardiac arrest and died, at 56 years
old.

"Il years ago, he was struggling with a very severe diabetes condition and four years ago he
was diagnosed with hypertension, having died around 4 am at his home in Aldeia
Campinas, victim of a cardiac arrest’, says the note from Dsei Alto Jurug, responsible for
medical care in the seven villages of Tl Campinas / Katukina. Inhabited by 756 people, the
village is cut in half by an 18 km stretch of BR-364, which connects the capital Rio Branco to
Cruzeiro do Sul, in the Jurud Valley. Fernando Katukina died in the Campinas village
(Kamanawa), the most populous within the indigenous territory and 68 kilometers from the
urban headquarters of Cruzeiro do Sul.

As soon as news of Fernando Katukina's death began to circulate, denialists tried to link the
fact to possible adverse effects of the vaccine. They were even anchored by the local press,
which published headlines such as “Die the first indigenous person to take CoronaVvac in
Acre” without proper contextualization. Fake news related to the death of the leadership -
criminals - comes at a time when many indigenous people from Acre and elsewhere are
refusing to participate in the immunization.



Both the Dsei of the Upper Rio Jurué and the Regional Coordination of Jurud - of the
National Indian Foundation (Funai) - made it clear that Katukina died of cardiac arrest. In a
note of regret, the health district mourned the loss and made it clear that Fernando
Katukina was accompanied by a Multidisciplinary Indigenous Health Team (EMSI) and
specialists.

The leadership's willingness to offer its arm to receive the first vaccine among the
indigenous peoples of the Vale do Jurud had much more than a symbolic value.
Vaccination was also a political act due to the presence of Governor Gladson Cameli (PP) in
that sports court of a school in Cruzeiro do Sul. Katukina wanted to serve as an example for
the almost 24 thousand indigenous people from Acre.

InAcre, 2,500 indigenous people are infected by Covid-19
In the Alto Rio Jurud region, according to the Special Secretariat for Indigenous Health
(sesai), of the Ministry of Health, 851 people tested positive for Covid-19 until this Monday
(Ist). In the region, 10 indigenous people died. In the last bulletin, released on January 28, the
Coordination of Indigenous Organizations in the Brazilian Amazon ( Coiab) reported that
33,758 indigenous people were confirmed with the new coronavirus of 141 people in the
Brazilian Amazon. Of the 757 people killed by Covid-19, 28 were in the state of Acre - which
recorded 2,445 cases of the disease among indigenous people.

“That [being the first to be vaccinated] was the act
of a leadership, who took the lead to cheer up his
people. The leader is the one who animates the staff
", defines Edilene Coffaci de Lima, full professor in
the Department of Anthropology at the Federal
University of Parand.

During the early years of the 1990s, Coffaci lived for 20 months with the Noke Kéi (Katukina)
to prepare his master's dissertation and his doctoral thesis.

It was around this time that, according to anthropologist Edilene Coffaci de Lima, Fernando
was in the process of becoming leader of the Noke Koi. “He died just when he reached the
level of full leadership, a very important phase, when he gathered all the knowledge of his
people, when he was at his fullest. Another leadership will have to be formed ”, he explains.

Fernando Katukina (Photo: Personal collection)

Still in the 1980s, the young Fernando Katukina started to show his affinity with education,
dominating the writings and speeches of the native language Néke Kai (Noke Vana,
linguistic stem cloth) and Portuguese. Indigenist and teacher Vera Olinda closely followed
Fernando's literacy process, which would soon pass from student to indigenous teacher. The
training as a teacher took place through the Experience of Authorship project, developed by
the Pro-Indio do Acre Commission ( CPI-Acre ).

“We have memories of Fernando learning to read and write with indigenous teachers in the
light of lamps. Him working with the alphabet in his language. Seeking the definition of an
orthography of the language of its people. Designed and established by the indigenous
people themselves, with the support, of course, of linguists ”, says Vera Olinda, executive
secretary of CPI-Acre. “He has a trajectory in education and, later, he grew as a leader,
especidally in the plan to mitigate the paving of the highway, which was very conflicted and
tense. Even so, Fernando, among different ideas and conflicts, managed to remain a leader.

In an official note, Governor Cameli lamented the death of the leadership, emphasizing his
concern with education: “The indigenous person had great performance with the state
government in the search for the rights of indigenous peoples and even became a servant
of the TGmdakayé school.”



The sertanista Anténio Macedo, txai Macedo, one of the oldest employees of Funai in Acre,
met Fernando in 1982, when the chief went from adolescence to adulthood. The following
year, Katukina enrolled in the CPI-Acre indigenous teacher training course. “Fernando was
always very participative, he liked to communicate, he spoke Portuguese very well and that
is why he was chosen among young people to take the teacher course. He was always
looking for exchanges and contacts with people outside his people. This knowledge made
him the chief and then the chief-general ”, he says.

According to the sertanista, Fernando left a very strong contribution, mainly in the conquest
of the territory where today the Noke Kai live, but also for the actions for the education and
the indigenous health. Another important legacy, which had his direct participation, was the
revitalization and appreciation of the culture and traditions of the Katukina. "If today we
have several indigenous doctors, a part of this achievement has had the participation of
Fernando."

Fernando Katukina
(Photo: Leilane Marinho / CPI Acre)

“O Fernando estd presente em todos os momentos da revitalizagéo da cultura Noke Koi,
desde a execugdo do plano de etnozoneamento da terra indigena até na conquista do
territério. Este é o legado que ele deixa para o seu e para outros povos do Vale do Jurud”,
completa txai Macedo. Com uma drea de 32.624 hectares, a Tl Ccmpinas/Katukina foi
homologada em 1993. As sete aldeias se espalham pelos 18 quildmetros da BR-364 que a
cruzam.

Cada uma leva o nome dos diferentes cléas que formam o povo Néke Kéi: Waninawa,
Varinawa, Kamanawa, Satanawa e Masheya. Fernando pertencia ao cléd Kamanawa, que é
o mais populoso, estando concentrados na aldeia Campinas. O nome Campinas é
referéncia a um rio que passa por dentro do territorio indigena. Como cacique-geral,
Fernando exercia sua autoridade sobre todos os diferentes clés Noke Koi.

Além da TI Campinas/Katukina, o povo esté presente em duas aldeias dentro da Tl do Rio
Gregorio, municipio de Tarauacd, habitada em maior nimero pelos Yawanawa. De acordo
com a antropdloga Edilene Coffaci, foi numa dessas aldeias do Rio Gregério que Fernando
Katukina nasceu. Logo depois, seus pais se mudaram para a regido que hoje é o territério
do povo, formada pelos antigos seringais. “A presenga dos Katukina naquela regido tem
um registro centendrio. Em 1920, um missiondrio francés que andava pelo Jurué ja tinha
escrito sobre a presenca deles por ali, diz Coffaci.

Os Noke Koi foram aproveitados como méo-de-obra para trabalhar na extragdo do Iatex
das seringueiras entre a primeira e a segunda metade do século passado. Com a faléncia
da economia extrativista a partir da década de 1960, muitos indigenas ficaram sem
trabalho e renda. Nos anos 1970 comegou o processo de construgdo de estradas na
Amazénia, incluindo a BR-364, que cruza o Acre de um extremo ao outro. A obra foi feita
pelo Exército, por meio do 7° Batalh&o de Engenharia e Construgdo. Os Noke Koéi ofereceram
aos militares suas habilidades de lidar com a floresta para trabalharem na abertura da
estrada. Os seus acampamentos de “operdrios” da estrada transformaram-se em aldeias,
permanecendo até hoje.

Os Katukina corriam riscos de perder as tradigdes

Os Katukina vivem no Estado do Acre
(Foto: Arquivo pessoal/Shere Katukina)

“A estrada é quase que a dor e a delicia da vida deles. Ao mesmo tempo que ela permite
essa facilidade de acesso a cidade para ir sacar seus beneficios, comprar as coisas, ela
também traz muitos problemas”, afirma a antropéloga. Entre os problemas estd a invaséo
do territério para a caga e pesca ilegal - comprometendo a seguranga alimentar dos
Noke Koi — além da retirada de madeira em suas bordas.



“O primeiro impacto levado pela pavimentagéo da estrada foi uma espécie de
paternalismo [pelo Estado] que levou os Katukina a abandonarem certos costumes e até a
sua lavoura. Mas isso tudo foi sendo consertado pela prépria consciéncia dos indigenas”,
diz o sertanista Anténio Macedo. Na andlise da antropéloga Edilene, o uso da lingua nativa
& uma das caracteristicas que os Noke Kéi jamais perderam, mesmo com todas as
pressées exercidas pela rodovia e a vizinhanga no entorno, formada por unidades de
conservagédo e projetos de assentamento. “Eles ndo abrem mdo da lingua deles. E quase
um mecanismo de defesa deles.”

E o cacique-geral teve papel essencial para a recuperagdo e manutengéo da
ancestralidade Noke Koi. “A gente vé que o Fernando fez escola, deixou uma luta. Hoje
mesmo falei com algumas pessoas da aldeia e vieram fortes as respostas de que véo
continuar a luta dele, que ele se foi, mas a luta dele ficou”, diz a indigenista Vera Olinda.

Fernando Katukina durante a vacinagéo contra a Covid-19
(Odair Leal/Secom/2021)
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